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region? What role may the increasingly dominant role of the Internet and social media be going to play in
this context? What about the very recent rise of nationalism (inward-turning, isolationism) on the part of
some countries and communities?
Based upon the aims of the APNME, this conference welcomes participants whose papers or
presentations will be concerned with the following issues and questions:
1. Cultural diversity and traditional ethical issues. The latter are concerned with definitions not just of
“goodness” but also of “happiness” and “wellbeing” from the viewpoints of various cultural and
religious systems (at individual as well as societal levels). How have such concepts influenced the
cultivation of morality in these different systems? How can we seek a common ground that may
facilitate cross-cultural understanding and be used to improve our practice of moral education?
2. The nature of “ethical dilemmas” in both western and Asia-Pacific cultures, and the degree to which the
nature of these dilemmas may differ. This raises the question of the relevance of western philosophical
and psychological theories and approaches to the Asia-Pacific context. Thus we still need to try to
identify the core values that are present in different moral and cultural contexts.
3. To what extent are moral values a product of religion and/or culture? What about the natural world? May
not animals have demonstrated “moral” behavior long before there were human beings? Perhaps by
observing them we can gain a deeper insight into the meaning of moral behavior?
4. How can we, in the context of moral education, understand the conflicting moral and cultural values of
diverse cultural systems? These values may be grounded in such key terms as the Confucian “Ren,”
Buddhist “Buddhahood” and the Daoist “Dao,” and more generally in the nature of the Supreme Being
that is fundamental to Christianity and Islam, and in the plural natures of the gods and goddesses of
Hinduism. What may be the role of moral education in this wider context?
5. What may be the fundamental role of moral education in the context of ethnic minorities and also with
regard to the non-human members of our natural environment—our plants and animals? How can its
fundamentally important moral component be still further emphasized in ecological education?
6. To what extent are moral education and civic education compatible? Is it possible that acting morally
may sometimes mean disobeying the civic norms of a given nation or community?
7. What should be the role of moral education in a highly computerized, digitalized era, given that
technological devices are not alive and would seem to be inherently devoid of moral values? How can
moral education be most effectively introduced and practiced in a world where information technology is
rapidly expanding? Can modern technology actually be used to support or reinforce moral education?
Whilst priority will be given to presentations addressing these topics, any topics concerned with moral
and civic education will be welcomed. We sincerely welcome to our conference all those who care about
exploring and enhancing the role of moral education, through theory and practice, in the Asia-Pacific region
and in the world.

We welcome submissions from scholars, students and practitioners across the many disciplines that
contribute to the study and practice of moral education, including education, psychology, philosophy,
historical and cultural studies, social and anthropological studies, neurobiological and neuro-ethical

studies, ecological and religious studies, civic and legal studies. Plenary sessions and invited symposia will
explicitly address the conference theme. We encourage individuals to submit proposals that address this
theme; however, we also welcome any proposals that address the study and practice of moral and values
education, civic engagement, and education more generally.
To submit a proposal and to learn more about the conference, including invited speakers, go to
http://apnme.org/2018/

Scholarships & Awards
The Asia Pacific Network for Moral Education and the Journal of Moral Education Trust will jointly award
a number of scholarships, with a maximum value of $800US each, to cover the cost of attending the 2018
Kaohsiung Conference. These scholarships are intended to assist scholars who would otherwise be unable to
attend. It is hoped that they will enable the participation of members, especially those at an early stage (i.e.
within 5 years of achieving the PhD) in their academic careers, from the Asia-Pacific region.

Scholarships may be used to support travel costs, payment of conference fees and/or meals and
accommodation, depending on individual circumstances. Applicants will also be expected to obtain funding
from other sources insofar as this is possible.
Applicants will be required to submit, by email and in English:
1. Full name and contact details including mailing address, phone number and email address.
2. A cover letter of no more than one page summarizing the applicant’s reasons for wishing to attend the
conference, and the importance of the scholarship in making this possible. Applicants should indicate
whether they have applied for or intend to apply for funding from other sources. (For example, from the
academic institutions where they are employed or are studying, or from other sources in their countries, etc.)
3. An estimated budget for their participation in the conference, including details of their travel costs, meals
and accommodation. They should state the amount of money they will need and exactly what they intend to
spend this on.
4. A CV of no more than one page including degrees obtained, current academic affiliation, and publications
(if any).
5. A presentation proposal, including title of paper or other presentation; nature of the presentation (individual
paper or otherwise); abstract of up to 150 words; and 500-word summary. This should be an initial proposal
in advance of the full proposal, the latter to be submitted later on to the conference programme committee.
6. A letter of recommendation from an academic supervisor, colleague or employer.

APNME Best Poster Prize
In addition to paper presentations, the APNME also seeks to reach out to and provide a forum for younger
educators, including those studying for masters or doctoral degrees in related fields, by organizing a poster
presentation session at which they can present their theoretical, empirical and practical work in progress.

The APNME Annual Best Poster Prize will be awarded to the presenter(s) of the best poster.
For further information please contact the conference managers: conference@apnme.org

